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Book Review 
Walton, Seymour, and Finney, H . A . 
Mathematics of Accounting and Finance. 
(New York, The Ronald Press Company, 
1921. 274 p.) 
This book is without doubt from a point 
of view representing the needs of the 
average student of accounting, the best 
which has yet appeared. It combines the 
good points of all similar books on the 
market, whether simple or complex, and 
adds certain things which no previous 
books on this subject have contained. 
It clears away through simple and under-
standable illustrations some of the mystery 
which wil l always surround our system of 
numbers. 
The first part of the book deals with such 
subjects as short methods and practical 
suggestions, fractions and proof figures, 
arithmetical progression, average, per-
centage, equations, trade and cash dis-
count, and turnover. These subjects are 
treated concretely with numerous illustra-
tions which make clear the principles. 
The chapter on partnerships is particu-
larly interesting, as are also those on build-
ing and loan associations, good-will and 
consolidation, and foreign exchange. 
The authors might well be congratulated 
on the simple and clear manner in which 
they have discussed logarithms. To the 
average student logarithms mean nothing. 
Few know how to use logarithmic tables, 
much less understand how they have been 
compiled. 
Like some of the other books extant on 
this subject, there are discussed in the one 
under review simple and compound in-
terest, annuities, bond discount and pre-
mium, depreciation methods, etc. 
The book also contains several appen-
dices, one giving the value of foreign coins, 
one a table of logarithms of numbers, and 
one compound interest and other computa-
tions. 
The thoroughgoing pedagogy of the 
senior author, now deceased, is very evi-
dent throughout the book. It is fortunate 
indeed that so worthy a successor as M r . 
Finney should be available to take up and 
carry on so satisfactorily the work which 
the late M r . Walton began. 
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